
Peter Trosztmer:   Myths and Machines

“This is the story of  how my family came to Canada …  This is absolutely 
nothing like how my family came to Canada” 

The past presented in memories is not a clear and one-layered picture of  the real events, 
but a multi-faceted composition, comprising different potentials for interpretation.   Can 
we ever really know the truth?

Inspired by the “mythical” stories of  my Grandfather’s escape from Estonia, as he faced, 
with unyielding singularity of  vision, the impossible quest before him, “Myths and Machines” 
will probe the nature of  being a man in a world that is never as finite as we were told it 
would be...   The man… the hero, immersed in a world of  his own telling, attempts to 
understand the human condition through the past that defines him. 

Will he be driven to madness at the repercussions of  his journey, or will he find redemption? 
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Lighting and technical direction: Rasmus Sylvest
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Myth and Machines is supported through the mandate of  "The Choreographers" 
(Peter Trosztmer, Thea Patterson, Katie Ward et Audrée Juteau)



Peter has choreographed and performed work that has been
seen around the world.  After receiving his B.A. in Classics, 
Peter studied at the Concordia University Dance Dept. before 
moving to Toronto to complete the STDT training program in 
1997.  He has trained intensively with Edward Hillyer.  He has 
worked and collaborated with: a many local, Canadian, and 
international Choreographers and Directors including: 
Martin F Bélanger, Elizabeth Langley, Margie Gillis, Carre 
Des Lombes, Compagnie Flak, James Kudelka, Marie 
Chouinard, Catherine Tardif, Victor Quijada, Jacob Wren, 
Louise Bedard, Katie Ward, Sharon Moore, Thea Patterson, 
Allen Francour and Jean Grand-Maitre, Philip Szporer and 
Marlene Millar, Lois Brown, Montreal Danse: Estelle Clareton, 
Ahh Soon Ahn, Karen Ponties,  

Benôit La Chanbre, Helge Letonja.  Peter is now pursuing his own solo work, and other 
projects that inspire him including his new site specific solo performance/installation 
“Myths and Machines”,  his work with the Montreal collective  “The Choreographers”, 
and  “Norman” a one man show performed by Peter Trosztmer, co-choreographed with 
Thea Patterson and created with Victor Pilon, and Michel Lemieux of 4Dart.
ptrosz@gmail.com



Thea Patterson  - (assistant to the creation) Originally from British Columbia, but now based in 
Montreal, choreographer and Concordia alumni, Thea Patterson, works on a variety of projects 
as a choreographer, performer, director, and collaborator with a group of peers that include: 
David Pressault, Katie Ward, Peter Trosztmer, Audree Juteau, Bill Coleman, Erin Flynn, Isobel 
Mohn, Dean Makarenko, Milan Gervais and Marie Beland. She is a member of the artist group 
“The Choreographers” whose first work  ‘Man and Mouse’ was presented in St John’s, Halifax, 
the Joyce Soho in New York, in Lennoxville, and at selected Maison de la Culture in Montreal. 
“The Choreographers” also recently premiered their latest work ‘OH! Canada’ at the Festival 
Escales Improbables in Montreal. Her piece, ‘A Soft Place to Fall' was made into a BravoFACT 
film directed by Philip Szporer and Marlene Millar, which continues to screen at international 
film festivals. She was co-choreographer and playwright for the multi-media 
performance  ‘Norman' produced by Lemieux.Pilon.4Dart, which premiered at the National 
Arts Centre in Ottawa and has since toured to Mexico, Columbia, Asia, Europe and the USA. Her 
work, ‘Rhyming Couplets’ premiered at Tangente and then at the Guelph Contemporary Dance 
Festival.  ‘Myths and Machines’ is her third collaboration with Peter Trosztmer. 

Lois Brown – (Dramaturgical support) Was born in Newfoundland, Lois was educated in drama 
at The University of Alberta. She established her cross-disciplinary artistic practice in her home 
province where has been past Artistic Animateur of RCA Theatre Company, and past Curator of 
Neighbourhood Dance Works. Lois is an award-winning filmmaker and her performance art 
work has toured to New York and San Francisco. In 2004, she was one of five Canadian 
directors short-listed for the Elinore & Lou Siminovitch Prize. The following year, the Canada 
Council for the Arts awarded her The Victor Martyn Lynch-Staunton Award for outstanding 
achievement in theatre by a mid-career Canadian artist. She has been recognized for her 
contribution to the arts in Newfoundland and Labrador with an Artist Achievement Award. Lois 
holds a Masters from Memorial University, where she often teaches acting or directing. In 2006 
she established her own company – newfoudlandartistx (nax) – for experimentation in live art. 
She is currently artist-in-residence at Playwrights Workshop Montreal and lives in Montreal 
with her daughter Olivia. 

Jeremy Gordaneer - (Visual Artist) trained in Victoria, BC, attending Camosun College's visual 
art program (1992), as well as obtaining a BFA from Uvic in scenic design for theatre (1999). He 
is now based in Montreal where he finds continual inspiration in the rich urban environment 
and cultural life.  Gordaneer divides his time between painting-sculpting and theatre where he 
has worked as a scenic painter, set designer and properties builder since 1999.  
 
Rasmus Sylvest, - (Light design and technical support) born in Denmark, has worked for dance 
and theatre companies in Europe and Canada as a lighting designer, technical director, stage 
manager and touring director.  In 2007 Rasmus settled in Montreal and has worked with 
Systeme D/Dominique Porte, Martin Belanger, Peter Chu, Marie Brassard, Thea Patterson, 
Kelly Keenan, George Stamos, Anna-Marie Pascoli, Marie Claire Forté, Dana Michel, Caroline 
Laurin- Beaucage, Andrew Tay, Sasha Kleinplatz, Andrew Turner, Jacques-Poulin-Denis and 
Danny Desjardins. 
 
Jean-Sébastien Durocher – (Sound design) ne sait rien et nous ne savons rien sur Jean-
Sébastien, sinon  qu’il existe. Ceci étant, il fait du bruit autant qu’il le peut avec plus ou moins de 
grâce, selon ces humeurs. Jean-Sébastien est né au Canada.  Jean-Sébastien Durocher est un 
compositeur et concepteur sonore actif dans le milieu du théâtre de la danse et du cinéma. Il 
aime le vent comme la pluie. Il travaille actuellement à la composition d’une pièce pour piano, 
voix et bande intitulée La voix du silence, qui sera créée à l’automne 2012.    
 


